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Dear Parents and Carers,
I am extremely proud to be Headteacher of Godstone Primary and Nursery School. We
have achieved so much this year as a community and completed our first full uninterrupted
year of education in school since COVID. I would like to thank the staff for their
inspirational commitment to providing the best opportunities for the children to access. I
would also like to thank the parents for their support, the governors for their dedication
and FOGPANS for their devotion to the school this year. Everything that we do is for the
children and it has been a delight to witness their enthusiasm for learning and kindness
towards others this year.
As we all look forward to a relaxing summer break, I would like to reiterate my message in
the previous newsletter that it is important to remember that we are currently entering a
very difficult period of price and inflation rises. If you have been affected by the recent
cost of living crisis and you are struggling to manage your finances, please contact me via
email (head@godstone.surrey.sch.uk) to see if the school can arrange any support or put
you in touch with an external service that can help you.
We are sad to see Year 6 leave us this year but we know that they have all of the skills to
successfully navigate their new ventures at secondary school - they have been a pleasure
to have at Godstone Primary and Nursery School. I would like to wish you all a safe and
enjoyable summer break and look forward to welcoming the children back into school on
Monday 5th September 2022.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Nick Usher
Headteacher

It has been a lovely half term in Nursery. We have been reading Handa’s Surprise and
Handa’s Noisy Night and learning about different large animals. The children used their
senses to describe the fruits in Handa’s Surprise. They have been creating large
animals with moving parts, researching their choice of animals and then choosing an
artist’s style to add the animal’s features. The children planted petunias and are
enjoying the blooms as they appear.

Amazing Australian Animals
In Reception, we have been learning about different animals that live in Australia. We began by looking
at where Australia is on a map and investigating the different habitats that are there. There are deserts,
bush and rainforests, where different animals make their homes. We learned that lots of animals that
live in Australia are marsupials and have a pouch to take care of their ‘joey’.

We travelled to Tilgate Park and had a great time learning about different habitats. We were able to
touch a cockroach and a pancake tortoise and heard lots of ways animals have adapted to life in
different environments. We were lucky enough to spot wallabies, emus, kookaburras and galahs there
too.
We went on to learn about different animals like kangaroos, kookaburras and koalas in more detail. Did
you know, red kangaroos can jump up to 11 metres? We measured it on the playground and tested
how many jumps it would take us to travel the same distance! We learned lots of different songs and
made lots of different pieces of artwork to represent the animals we were learning about and made
our own music composition to represent the animals we had learned about too.
We learned about Aboriginal people and their traditions and customs. We listened to people playing
the digeridoo, gum leaves and bull roarers and even got to see a digeridoo in real life. We made
observational drawings of boomerangs and designed our own boomerang using aboriginal symbols and
dot painting. We have had lots of fun learning more about Australia!

We had our last sessions at Forest School this term and we have had so much fun. We
have learned lots of life skills and had a big smile on our faces while learning. Thank you
to all the parents who have helped make this possible, together with the Bay Pond
Team.

In art, the children in Year 2 have enjoyed looking at our unit on ‘human form’.
They have worked together collaboratively to form different letters of the alphabet using
their bodies.

They have also looked at a modern artist from Britain called Damien Hirst. He made
headlines by covering a skull in 8,601 diamonds. The children were then given the
opportunity to design their own skulls.

Year Three have really enjoyed our P.E unit this
half term and have been learning the skills that are
involved in rounders. We worked as a team and
demonstrated fantastic reciprocity. When the game
finished, we demonstrated great sportsmanship by
giving everybody involved a big clap.
During our English learning, we have been researching megacities and creating our
own non-chronological reports. We started by researching our chosen megacities
and working in groups to recall and share our information. We planned our reports
carefully and thought of different subheadings that we would use. Finally, we had
great fun presenting our information and considered images and captions that would
match the information that we had shared.
In our art learning, we have continued using simple shapes and
our knowledge of shading to create observational drawings of
different teddy bears. We had great fun thinking about how to
make our drawings look realistic.
Finally, in our science learning, we have been investigating how we can invest in our
planet. We researched why our planet is so important and things that we could do
that would have a huge impact on taking care of Earth. We designed our own
wildlife friendly habitat in our school that promotes biodiversity and that helps to
protect our planet. We have also designed our own posters to promote the
importance of looking after our planet.

In our art unit this half term, the children’s work has been influenced by a range of
inspirational sculptors. The children used a range of unusual, often recycled materials to
create their own 3D works of art. As well as having the opportunity to make drums and
maracas, the children also looked at different techniques, such as wax resist and collage to
create different effects.
Inspired by STOMP, the children created maracas using plastic bottles and decorated them
with West African patterns.

The children recycled metal tins, turning them into drums and used wax resist techniques
to decorate the drums in original ways.

The children explored the work
of sculptor Sokari Douglas Camp
and then used themselves as an
active part of their own
sculptures.

We have reached the end of Year 5! Where has the time gone? I would like to say a big
thank you to all of the parents and carers for all of their support and help this year. Year
5 have been keeping busy right up to the end of term. In English, we have been learning
all about different types of poetry and have been writing, learning and performing our
own poems.
In maths, we have learning about position and direction and shape. Year 5 have also
taken part in lots of activities outside of the classroom. A group of children went to
District Sports where they proudly represented the school in a variety of track and field
events. A special mention to the girls’ relay team who won their race and to Evie G and
Meredith who finished on the podium in their individual events. Another group of
children also went to the Tandridge Singing Picnic where they sang songs, played games,
danced and enjoyed a delicious lunch! Finally, all of Year 5 took part in Sports Day and
competed in a variety of events in the bright sunshine. Well done to all of the children
for taking part.

Carroty Wood
On Friday 24th June, excitement was very high as Year 6 went on their trip to Carroty
Wood, followed by a sleepover at school!
The children met at Carroty Wood just before 9 o’clock and were ready to take on all
the activities that had been planned for them. They were split off into two groups,
with one group taking on the high ropes and the other abseiling. Everyone showed
great enthusiasm and showed fantastic resilience when engaging with the different
activities.

After a short break, the two groups went off to complete bush craft in the woods.
One group enjoyed the challenge of making fires, whilst the other group enjoyed the
challenge of making dens. We were so impressed with the teamwork that the
children demonstrated when completing these activities.
The children then had a break for lunch before going off and completing either
abseiling or high ropes in the afternoon. At the end of the day, the children were
given some time to enjoy the grounds at Carroty Wood, before returning to school.
Once back at school, the children played a football match with Mr Usher and then
had pizza for dinner. After a fun evening, the children watched a movie and enjoyed
their sleepover in the school hall!

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations
The whole school spent a week learning about the Queen
and preparing to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. Each class
studied a different decade from the 1950s to the 2020s.
They learned about the history, art, technology, music and
dances of the decade. Each class then created a large
piece of artwork based
on an artist or the
popular culture of their
decade. They learned a
dance craze and a song
Re-enacting the coronation. from the decade too.
The songs were then put into a medley and
performed as a whole school song.

Learning about The Queen.

On Friday 27th May the children
made the food for our ‘party on
the playground’.
They ate the party food, played
games and performed their
dances and whole school song to
parents and governors.
Baking jubilee biscuits.
Everyone dressed in red,
white and blue and had

Preparing strawberries for the party.

Whole school games.

great fun!

Delicious
sandwiches,
biscuits, cakes and
fruit kebabs.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations

Amazing artwork!

Dancing through
the decades!

On Friday 3rd June many of the children performed the whole school song and
shared their artwork on The Green as part of the village celebrations.
Everyone had a great time learning about the Queen’s reign and celebrating
together as a school and village community.

Swans made a Union Flag.

Seven Queen’s heads
made from coppers for
70 years of reign.

Gymnastics Club Competition
On Sunday 26th June, Amelia and Gracie took part in the Bright Stars Gymnastics Club
Championships.
The children were competing against children from lots of different schools on both
floor and bench apparatus. Children were competing across three levels and Gracie
and Amelia were in Level 2. The children also got to watch a dance display from the
Spectrum Squad girls which was full of backflips.
“On the floor we had to do forward rolls and a shoulder stand and on the bench
routine we had to do a squat on. Then, we had to do a forward roll on the bench.”
Gracie and Amelia both had a fantastic day and did Godstone Primary and Nursery
School very proud – well done girls!

Oxted Library’s Jubilee Art Competition
All of the children at Godstone Primary and Nursery School took part in the ‘Jubilee Art
Competition’, which was organised by Oxted Library and supported by Limpsfield Art
Society.
The children demonstrated both ambition and creativity when producing their
individual entries. We were so impressed with the artwork that all the children
produced!
Congratulations to Meredith Thackray and Antonio Pini for winning the 8-11 year olds
age group and to William Harrison and Joel Hayns for winning the 4-7 year olds age
group! Amy Jarvis, India Collins, Maggie Keogh and Lydia Farrow-Bridger also received
highly commended awards for their entries!

On Monday 11th July, children from across Years 3, 4 and 5 attended the Tandridge
Singing Picnic at Lingfield Racecourse.
On arrival, the children were given a picnic spot within the grounds and were visited
by a number of professional vocal tutors who led the children in singing games. We
were so impressed with how quickly the children picked up each of the games and
the confidence that they demonstrated when singing. The children were also taught
part of a song, which they were to perform later on in the morning.
After spending time with the professional vocal tutors, the schools all gathered
together in a big circle on the grass. Each school sang the song that they had prepared
for and the children of Godstone sang ‘Cover Me in Sunshine’. The professional tutors
then led the entire group in a call-and-response song, which again sounded fantastic.
The children were then able to enjoy their picnic lunches and play more singing
games before heading back to school. The children should be commended for their
enthusiasm and for representing Godstone Primary and Nursery School so
fantastically!

Year 1 and 2
On Tuesday 12th July, Edison, Gracie, Holly and Flynn went to Salfords Primary School
to attend ‘Able Writers Day’ led by illustrator and author, Ed Boxall.
The children were asked to look at a range of different objects, many of which were
unknown to them, and write down adjectives to describe them. From this, they then
had to put together all of their creative ideas and produce a poem about their
chosen object.
The children worked brilliantly throughout the day and enjoyed spending time with
children from other local schools, whilst also developing their writing ability. They
were also thrilled to be able to get signed books from Ed Boxall himself!

Introducing two new School Governors
We would like to welcome two new Governors to the Governing Body of Godstone Primary and Nursery School.
This month we are sharing responses from Jessica Henk and James Whitaker.
Jessica Henk
Why have you chosen to be a governor for Godstone Primary and Nursery School?
I have chosen to be a governor for Godstone Primary and Nursey School because I moved to
Godstone in 2020 with my family and wanted to get more involved in the local community. I
have heard great things about your school and wanted to learn more about how Godstone
Primary and Nursery School is run.
What do you like about Godstone Primary and Nursery School?
I am really impressed with how your Headteacher, Mr. Usher, leads your school and how well you are all doing in
Maths. I really like that all of your teachers know you really well and understand your individual needs. I fully support your school’s drive to combine excellence in teaching with enjoyment of learning.
What/who inspired you to become a school governor?
I was inspired by my boss who is a Headteacher and the Chair of Governors in another school in London. She has
learnt a lot from both of her roles and encouraged me to apply and keep learning about different schools.
Have you ever worked at any other school before starting here?
Yes, I am currently a Deputy Headteacher of a secondary school in Kent. I have also worked in schools in London. I
hope my experience in helping to lead secondary schools can be useful in helping to further improve Godstone
Primary and Nursery School.
What stages do you have to go through to become a school governor?
I visited the school and then I met with your Headteacher, Mr Usher, the Chair of Governors, Clare Thurman, and
Vice Chair, Liam McGivern. They interviewed me, asking lots of questions about why I wanted to become a
governor.
Do you have another job in addition to being a governor for our school?
Yes, I am currently a Deputy Headteacher of a secondary school in Kent.
What changes have you and the other governors made as of now or would like to make in the future?
I would like to continue to support the school’s key priorities and continue to make you feel happy and safe every
day.

James Whitaker
Why have you chosen to be a governor for Godstone Primary and Nursery School?
Having wanted to be a school governor for some years, the arrival of our daughter in early
2020 focused my interest in early years education. Our move to Surrey during the
summer of 2021, fortunately for me, coincided with an opportunity to join the governors
team at Godstone, which instantly struck me as a successful school with a happy, positive
environment and outlook and a dedicated leadership team. It has been a pleasure to get
to know the school better over the course of my first year as a governor and I am excited
to continue to be involved with the school in the years ahead.
What do you like about Godstone Primary and Nursery School?
From my first meeting with the Governor’s board, and throughout the course of this academic year, I have
been impressed with the dedication and focus of the leadership team and everyone involved in making the
school a successful, positive place for the children to be. Visiting the school earlier this summer confirmed my
impression and it was great to see first hand the excitement and enthusiasm of both the staff and the pupils.
What/who inspired you to become a school governor?
I come from a family of teachers and, although I chose to pursue a different profession, I have always been,
and continue to be, very interested in education. Being a governor is a great way to be involved with, and
hopefully contribute positively to education, despite not being an education professional. But in terms of who
inspired me to become a governor, I would have to say the various members of my family who spent their
careers in teaching.
Have you ever worked at any other school before starting here?
No, Godstone Primary and Nursery School is the first school I have worked at or with.
What stages do you have to go through to become a school governor?
My route to becoming a governor was through an organisation called “Governors for Schools”, to which I applied some time ago. When the opportunity at Godstone arose, I was invited to make an application, following which I met (remotely, as we were still in the midst of COVID restrictions) with the Chair and Deputy Chair
of Governors. We had a very interesting discussion about why I wanted to be a governor and the School itself.
A few weeks later, I was delighted to hear that my application had been approved and – with some nervousness – I joined my first governors’ meeting shortly afterwards!
Do you have another job in addition to being a governor for our school?
I am a practising lawyer, working for a large international law firm. I believe (and hope!) that some of the
professional skills and judgment that I have developed in my working life are beneficial to my role as a
governor also.
What changes have you and the other governors made as of now or would like to make in the future?
At the moment, I believe the School (and the Governors) are on a very positive path, with a “steady ship”.
Change and adaptation are always important, but for now, our principal aims will be to continue to focus on
building on the successes of the last year as we move into the new academic year.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive at school on time.
As a reminder to parents:


Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.



Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.



Registers close at 9:20 am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is absent,
this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.



Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action is
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.

Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only in
exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has agreed,
states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without the
authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued by
the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28
days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

We are a Surrey Healthy School!
You may remember an earlier newsletter where we shared our aim to achieve ‘Surrey
Healthy Schools Status’.
We are very pleased to tell you that, after our assessment at the end of June, we have
achieved this status.
This means that we are following a ‘Surrey Healthy Schools’ approach that considers
whole school approaches towards positive health and wellbeing, our PSHE and RSE
curriculum, physical activity, healthy eating (including diet and exercise) and emotional
wellbeing and mental health.
We are one of the early members of Surrey Schools to achieve this status. The audit
incorporates much of the hard work that various leads across the school have
undertaken.
To achieve this status, we completed a thorough audit in the key ‘Healthy School’
areas. This audit now becomes a working document to support us with the next steps
we can take to further develop and support our commitment to being a Surrey Healthy
School.

We look forward to giving you further updates in the new academic year as to how we
will be continuing our work to maintain this status and, more importantly, supporting
our children to benefit from the very best provision to keep our children healthy and
happy.
The Healthy Schools logo will now appear on our correspondence and the certificate
displayed at key points within the school.

Over the next academic year, we will be expanding our provision of Forest School to
children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. This will involve developing an area on site
for the children to use on a regular basis, with a longer term vision of us being able to
offer this to pupils from Nursery to Year 6.
Below is a list of a few items that would be greatly received if you are having a clear
out;


Plain white sheets or pillow cases



Metal baking trays- it does not matter if these are a little used/ rusty as they will
be used in a mud kitchen!



Kitchen utensils– wooden spoons, metal whisks, potato masher, spatula,
measuring spoons, metal cups/ kettle



Sauce pans, sieves, scales

Please send any items in with your child or drop into the school office.
We are also looking for log rounds for the children to sit on in the forest school area
and some pallets. If this is something you are able to support us with, please contact
me, via e-mail, at hayley.lancashire@godstone.surrey.sch.uk.
Many thanks,
Mrs Hayley Lancashire

Where will you be reading
this summer?
Over the summer holiday, please encourage your child to read as often as possible.
Ask them to find the most unusual places that they can read this summer and
photograph them reading in these places! This could include up a tree, on a
trampoline, on a beach or in the park!
Please upload any entries to your child’s Tapestry, Class Dojo account or e-mail
them in via the School Office.
Prizes will be awarded to those who find the most unusual places to read!

Organised by the charity The Reading Agency (www.readingagency.org.uk) and the UK public
library network since 1999, the Summer Reading Challenge is the UK’s biggest annual reading
promotion for children aged 4 to 11.
The Summer Reading Challenge was launched in Surrey Libraries on the 9th July and runs until
the 17th September. This annual event for 4-11 year olds is designed to keep children reading
during the summer. The Summer Reading Challenge combines FREE access to books with fun,
creative activities during the summer holidays. Throughout the challenge, library staff and
young volunteers support the children, helping them to discover new authors and illustrators
and to explore a wide range of different types of books and ways of reading.
The theme for this year’s challenge is ‘Gadgeteers’ and has been developed in partnership with
the Science Museum Group, the world’s leading group of science museums. This year’s
challenge is a celebration of reading and science and will show children that science is all
around us every day, inspiring them to unleash their curiosity and creativity. Children must be a
library member to take part, but participation is completely free (as is membership), and they
can collect special stickers and rewards along the way. The aim is to read up to six books and
children can read whatever they like from Surrey Libraries’ excellent range, including eBooks
and eAudiobooks! For those children with younger siblings, there is a ‘Mini Challenge’ for those
aged 3 and under so they can also take part in a special reading adventure this year.
How the Challenge works







Children sign up through their local library and receive a Gadgeteers collector poster.
Children set a reading goal and borrow and read library books of their own choice during
the summer, collecting special stickers to complete their poster and extra incentives along
the way.
Library staff and volunteers are on hand to advise and run family-friendly activities.
Children who complete the Summer Reading Challenge are presented with a certificate/
medal.
The official challenge website hosts digital rewards, author videos, games and more for
children to enjoy all summer: www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Please use the following video link to find out additional information about the Summer
Reading Challenge: Surrey Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 2022 - Gadgeteers - YouTube

School Meals—Increase from September 2022
In line with Surrey County Council, there will be an increase in school meals from 1st September 2022. They will now be £2.60 per day, or £13.00 for the week.
IMPORTANT: Payments via Scopay
Please may we remind you that all outstanding balances for school dinners, trips, clubs,
nursery and ‘Swans’ wraparound care need to be made by 31st July. In particular, for
those leaving the School. Many thanks!
Uniform Labelling
Please can we ask that all items of school uniform is labelled very clearly.
We receive a high percentage of lost property and are unable to return to it’s owner as it
is not labelled.
Thank you for your assistance.
School Office

Piano Tuition at Godstone Primary School

Our piano teacher, Katrina Waterton will have a few spaces from September at Godstone Primary School during
the school day, due to Year 6 moving on.
Katrina has been playing the piano since she was 5 years old. She currently teaches in four Primary Schools and
privately in her home and has over 70 pupils, of all ages.
Katrina teaches all abilities of pupils and can teach following the ABRSM exam syllabus or purely for enjoyment!
If your child would like lessons (Years 1 - 6) please contact Katrina directly on
07902 637629 or katrina.waterton@yahoo.co.uk. The lesson costs are £17 for 30 minutes or £13.50 for 20
minutes, and you will be invoiced accordingly.
Thank you.

Keeping Active and Healthy this Summer!
In our continued commitment to being a Surrey Healthy School, please find below some ideas and links to local resources to
support you and your family to keep active and healthy this Summer!

The YMCA at Redhill holds a variety of events over the Summer. Some families may be entitled to funded placements for their
Summer Holiday Club programme.
There are Youth Clubs for children in Y6 - Y8
Sports and community Activities
A Gym
Group exercise classes
Health walks
Disability events
Emotional health and wellbeing services
If finances are a barrier, please contact them, some of their offers are free, and funding is available for some activities!
They can be contacted in the following ways:

YMCA Sports & Community Centre
YMCA Sports & Community Centre, Princes Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 6JJ
T +44 (0)1737 779979 Textphone users add prefix 18001 to access BT Text Relay
Gym and fitness reception@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk
After school, holiday club & children’s
activities children@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk
Challenge events challenge@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk
General queries admin@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk

Making a difference for Surrey's young people
The Government has funded local authorities across England to run free HAF (Holiday Activity & Food)
camps for children who receive benefit-related free school meals.
These camps – known as ‘Club4’ in Surrey – run during the longer school holidays and offer healthy food
and fun activities for eligible children aged 5-16.
Active Surrey are working with trusted and vetted activity providers to run the Club4 programme on behalf of Surrey County Council. Read more and find activities to do at home on their website

Research shows the physical and mental health benefits of daily physical activity for children and adults. Here are some ideas
to keep your young ones active this Summer:

If you are looking for more inspiration—try downloading the ‘Special Olympics’ flashcards for a wide variety of active games
that you can play with your children with very basic resources!
Young-Athletes-Family-Flashcards-2020-English.pdf (specialolympics.org)
I have included an example below:

Or these ‘compete against yourself’ style activity flash cards for older primary age children available from the Youth Sports
Trust here:
60 Second Physical Activity Challenges - Youth Sport Trust
I have included an example:

Looking for more information and advice about keeping active in Surrey? Visit Active Surrey here:
Home (activesurrey.com)
Looking for some meal inspiration?
With prices rising, our food shop is feeling the pinch:
Why not try some budget friendly, healthy eating recipes for fussy eaters:
29 Easy and Kid Friendly Budget Recipes for Fussy Eaters That the Whole Family Will Enjoy - Savings 4 Savvy Mums
Cooking together:
Cool off with a healthy lolly that the children will have fun making!

