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Early Years Newsletter
This half term the children have loved watching the signs of spring pop up in
the outside area. Nursery and Reception have been thinking about their
mummies and made lots of lovely things to share with their mummies for
Mothering Sunday.
This will be our last Early Years Newsletter as we now celebrate our learning,
and share ideas for home, on our weekly Tapesty updates and school
newsletter.

Nursery learned a
song for their
mummies for
Mothering Sunday.

Nursery enjoyed water play
in the sunshine.

Reception painted portraits of their mummies
and shared them in their class assembly.

Nursery—Pancakes! Pancakes! Everywhere!
What a lot of learning
about pancakes
Nursery have done
this half term. We
read and acted out
The Big Pancake. We
made and ate pancakes, using our senses to
describe the four different toppings, one of which
was Worcester Sauce!
When we read Pancakes, Pancakes! by Eric Carle,
we learnt where the pancake ingredients came
from, including milking a cow for the milk and then
spinning the milk in the churn to make butter.
After this we painted and decorated pancakes in
the style of Eric Carle.
We tried to balance
pancakes on our heads,
make pancakes
and toppings with
playdough and
continued making
pancakes in the
role play kitchen.

Babies in Reception
Reception’s topic this half term was ‘Marvellous Me’ and they
have been learning how they have grown and changed since
they were babies. Mrs Leadbetter brought her seven month old
and two-year old
daughters into
school. The children
compared them to
what they could do
as four and five year
olds. They loved
looking at the baby’s
tiny fingernails.
The Reception class also learned about Christenings. Some
children shared photos of their own Christenings and they
visited the church for a pretend Christening with one of their
dolls.

The Department for
Education has produced a
comprehensive guide for
parents on what to expect
in the early years. The
early years requirements
changed in September
2021 so this is a good
document to dip into to understand the stages your child will work through
and how you can help at home.
https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/What-toexpect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

Number in Nursery

We love learning about numbers in Nursery.
Things to help your child when they are counting and learning about numbers:


Count everything!



Before they count items, for smaller amounts, ask them, ‘How many items
are there?’ (to help children to subitise). For larger amounts ask, ‘How
many items do you think there are?’ to help children to begin estimating.



Put the objects in a row.



Touch and move each object as they say the number.



When they have counted the objects, ask your child, ‘How many cars/peas
etc. are there?’



Point out numerals wherever you are e.g. door numbers when you are out
walking, the weight of a pasta bag or the number of the shopping aisle.

Reading
All the tricky words were sent home recently. Please practise reading these with your child.
The tricky words cannot be sounded out so they need to learn them as a whole word.
You could stick them up round the house, but remember to move them around so that they
don’t just learn the word because it is in a certain place. You could play snap with them or
count how many they know each day and challenge them to remember more the next day. Try
playing a fishing game with them or jumping from one word to another.
After Easter we will be teaching the children more tricky words so it is really important that
they can read all the words we have taught so far.

Mathematics

The children need to be able to verbally count up to 100. Please practise this skill at home and
encourage your child to notice the pattern of 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 after each tens number.
After Easter the children will be learning the pairs of numbers that add together to make 10.
You can practise these number facts with your child at home by getting 10 objects e.g. cars,
pasta and splitting them into two groups e.g. 9 and 1; 8 and 2; 7 and 3; 6 and 4; 5 and 5.

Lots of parents have asked for their children to have access to online maths games that support
the early years curriculum.
We are pleased to say that we have signed up to Numbots which is linked to Times Tables Rock
Stars that the older children use in school and at home.
You will have received a letter with your child’s login details, and they can also be found on a
sticker on the inside cover of your child’s home link book.
You can download the app for free in the Apple and Play Store.

Regular practice of these maths skills will really help your child. Let us know how you get on!

