Autumn 1 2020

Godstone Primary and Nursery School Early Years Newsletter
Welcome to the first Early Years newsletter of the year. Each half term we will
be sharing some of the lovely things that have been happening in Nursery
and Reception and explaining how you can help your child at home. The
children are all settling really well and getting used to being part of a big
group again. Our main teaching has been
around the important skills of listening, thinking
about other people and how we can all learn
and play together.

Beware of the Bears!
This term, our topic is ‘Beware of
the Bears!’ The children in
Reception have been reading the
story ‘We’re Going on a Bear
Hunt’.

The children have been reading it , acting it
out, dancing to it and watching the author
Michael Rosen read it. They have talked
about the setting, how the characters were
feeling, and practised the positional
language in maths and with technology. It
has also sparked some amazing artwork!

In half term please take your child on a real bear hunt. Go for a
walk and say or sing the words. Can you find some grass, mud
and forest to explore? (Please do not walk across any rivers!)
Encourage your child to say the words to match the story and ask
them if they can hear the first sound in the words e.g. ‘s’ for
swishy swashy.

Beware of the Bears!
Nursery have been reading different
versions of the story ‘Goldilocks and the
Three Bears’. The children acted out the
stories using the dolls’ house and small
world figures.

They have been making playdough bears
and decorating them. The one in the photo
likes to eat honey. They decorated small,
medium and large porridge bowls for the
three bears.
Nursery learnt a new song (When
Goldilocks went to the house of the
bears) and a rap (Hey there Daddy
Bear, what do you like for breakfast?)
about the Three Bears and
Goldilocks; ask your children to teach
them to you. The children stirred and
served porridge to the Three Bears in
their three bowls.
They continued the learning outside
in the mud kitchen making porridge
for Goldilocks and building beds for
the three bears from bricks.

Every time a new observation is uploaded by us at school, you will receive
an email. You can log on at any time and get a small glimpse of some of
the things your child has been learning. Please hit the ‘like’ button when
you have seen it so that we know that you have had a look. You can also
add your own comments to the observations.
If you cannot log on or if you have any problems, please speak to Mrs
Stephens or Miss Hellier.
Don’t forget to upload observations from home too!

Don’t forget that every child needs a waterproof coat, waterproof
trousers and Wellington boots at school every day. The children are
unable to go outside in the rain without them (no umbrellas please).
We also use them to keep the children clean when they play in the mud
kitchen. Please ensure your child has the equipment needed to enjoy
all the experiences on offer at school and nursery.

We are looking forward to joining in with World Nursery Rhyme Week!
When: 16th—20th November 2020
Register on the link below to join in at home with the daily rhyme that we will be
doing at nursery and school.

Monday 16th November – “Wheels On The Bus”.
Tuesday 17th November – “Five Little Speckled Frogs”.
Wednesday 18th November – “Hickory Dickory Dock”.
Thursday 19th November – “Old MacDonald Had A Farm”.
Friday 20th November – “Miss Polly Had A Dolly”.
There are videos, song sheets and pictures to colour for each song.
Upload to Tapestry your videos and photos of World Nursery Rhyme
Week so your child can share them with us.
http://www.worldnurseryrhymeweek.com/registration

Sharing books
Sharing a book with a child is fun - it's a time for closeness, laughing and talking
together. It can also give children a flying start in life and help them become
lifelong readers. Even singing rhymes and reading stories to a baby in the womb
has benefits!
On Wednesday your child will choose a book to take home and share. Please
return it the following week.

Tips for reading with children of
any age


Set aside some time: Find somewhere

quiet without any distractions - turn off the TV/
radio/computer.


Ask your child to choose a book: Sharing books they have chosen shows

you care what they think and that their opinion matters. This means they are more
likely to engage with the book.


Sit close together: Encourage your child to hold the book themselves and/or

turn the pages.


Point to the pictures: If there are illustrations, relate them to something your

child knows. Ask them to describe the characters or situation or what will happen next.
Encourage them to tell you the story by looking at the pictures.


Encourage your child to talk about the book: Talking about the characters

and their dilemmas helps children understand relationships and is an excellent way for
you to get to know each other or discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty of time
to respond. Ask them what will happen next, how a character might be feeling or how
the book makes them feel.


And lastly, above all - make it fun! It doesn't matter how you read with a

child, as long as you both enjoy the time together. Don't be afraid to use funny voices
- children love this!

www.booktrust.org.uk

Reading

Sharing Books

Reading books will be coming home after
half term. Please make sure that your
child is ready for reading books by
reading to them at home every night. It
is also important to practise rhyming
words and the letter sounds that we send
home from school. (See the phonics
handout for more information.)

Each week, your child will also
choose a book to take home.
This will be a book for you to
read and discuss with your
child at home. Please ensure
that it is in their book bag every
Wednesday to be swapped for
another book.

Your child needs to read their book at
home three times so please write in their
orange book every time they read their
book at home so that we know that it is
ready to be changed.
The first set of books has no words.
Learning to tell a story from the pictures
is a very important skill for the children
to learn. Please model how to tell the
story using interesting vocabulary so that
your child can then tell it too.

Tapestry
It is lovely when parents upload
things your child has been
doing at home. This gives your
child the opportunity to share
their learning with the teacher
and sometimes they can stand
up and share it with the whole
class.

Maths games
Just as reading is a very important to practise at home so are maths skills. Board
games are a great place to start. They help your child learn to take turns,
recognise the spots on a dice and to count the number of moves accurately.
Please play lots of board games with your child e.g. snakes and ladders, Ludo,
Frustration. Orchard Toys make lots of great games for young children too.

