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This half term has been packed full of learning in Nursery and Reception. The
children are learning the importance of good communication, social and
emotional skills. We have also been focusing on fine and gross motor skills.

Crawling is great to
strengthen muscles.
Crafts, painting, drawing and cooking all help
to develop fine motor and writing skills.

Dancing and twirling ribbons
helps to build coordination.

Christmas in Nursery

Listening to and retelling the
Nativity story.

Creating lots of
Christmas
decorations.

Sorting the sensory tray.

Baking and
decorating Christmas

biscuits.

Christmas in Reception
We have been retelling The
Christmas Story using a
wooden nativity scene and
knitted nativity characters.

We made some
delicious chocolate
truffles.
The children enjoyed a fabulous Christmas
Dinner.

There was a lot of fun at the Christmas party

with dancing, games,
pass the
parcel
and
party
food.

Reception Decoration Morning
Decoration morning became ‘decoration day’ in Reception.
The children began by making
bells to accompany Jingle Bells
at their Christmas Special.
They threaded bells onto a pipe
cleaner and twisted the pipe
cleaner together.
The children counted out six lolly sticks
and used the glue gun to make two
triangles which they stuck together and
covered in glitter. These were used to
decorate our Christmas tree at St.
Nicholas Church.

The children made fabulous star-shaped
photo frames by painting the stars
and decorating them with sequins.
Careful colouring was needed for
window decorations and accurate
drawing resulted
in beautiful
calendars for
2022.
They practised
lots of important skills including careful
colouring; listening to instructions;
painting; sticking; threading; and much
more!

Number
Nursery have been learning to count and
subitise amounts of objects up to three.
Subitising is where you are able to recognise
how many objects there are without counting
them. The children are also encouraged to
record amounts. Here a Nursery child has
drawn Incy Wincy spider saying, “Spider has
eight legs.” You can do these things at home
with the toys they are playing with or the
food they are eating, e.g. ‘How many peas
have you got left on your plate?’ ‘How many pigs are in the brick house, hiding
from the big bad wolf?’
A great way to learn about numbers is to sing and say nursery rhymes that
include numbers, both forwards and backwards. Please encourage your child to
show the number they are singing or saying, using their fingers.
Here are a few examples, of rhymes which we have been learning in Nursery:

 One little, two little, three little reindeer
 Zoom, zoom, zoom, we’re flying to the moon
 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 once I caught a fish alive
 Hickory dickory dock
 Five little peas in a peapod pressed
 Five little monkeys jumping on the bed
 Five little ducks went swimming one day
 Two little dickie birds
 Five currant buns

Reading Books
Please aim to hear your child read every day. Write in the orange book each
time you hear your child read and when they have read it three times we will
change the reading book. This is usually Mondays and Thursdays but may be
any other day of the week so please ensure the book is in their bag
every day. The children are now learning the ‘tricky words’ that
cannot be sounded out. These words need to be learnt by sight.
Please practise reading these at home every day too.

Phonics

Mathematics

The children have been
working really hard to learn
all the individual letter
sounds and some of the
digraphs (two letters that
make one sound together)
e.g. sh, ch, ng.

The children have been focussing on
recognising and understanding the numbers
from zero to five.

They are learning to sound
out simple words and blend
the sounds into words e.g.
m-a-n = man; f-i-sh = fish.

Please use the sound cards
that were sent home to
practise all these sounds.
Cut them up, shuffle them
and ask your child to say the
sounds. You could play
schools and ask your child
to teach you.

They have been learning to recognise the
number of dots that represents these
numbers in different patterns e.g. a dice
arrangement, in a line, in a triangle or square.
They have also been practising showing the
same number of (equal) fingers.
It is important for the children to understand
what each number is composed of so we have
been looking at the spot patterns and how we
can show these numbers with our fingers e.g.
4 is composed of 3 and 1; or 2 and 2.
Over the holidays, please play lots of dice
games so that your child can
recognise the spot patterns
and use them to move a
playing piece e.g. Ludo.

A message from Surrey County Council:

The DadPad app is the essential guide for new and soon-to-be dads.
The DadPad was created because babies don’t come with a set of instructions,
and dads need important information on what to expect and how to care for their
baby.
The benefits for a new or soon-to-be dad:
 Reduce their anxiety by getting involved and gaining in confidence
 Learn how to create a strong bond and healthy attachment with their baby
 Build stronger family relationships by sharing the load and learning how to
parent together
 Recognise the signs of postnatal depression in both themselves and their
partner, and learn how to get help early
The DadPad is best utilised as early as possible during pregnancy, around birth
and beyond, and provides guidance for babies and children up to the age of two.
It’s particularly useful to have during paternity leave.

