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Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you to everyone for such a brilliant autumn term. The children have once again
shared the magic of Christmas with us through their amazing Early Years Christmas
Special, Key Stage 1 Nativity and Key Stage 2 Christmas Carol Concert. I would like to
thank all the staff at our school for their dedication and determination to provide the best
outcomes for the children. Thank you to our governors for being such a superb support
for the school and for ensuring that the school continues to provide the best quality offer
to all of the children who attend the school. Our Friends of Godstone Primary and
Nursery School team deserve a very special mention for running some amazing events
this year. Lastly, a really big thank you to all the parents. You have worked closely with the
school to ensure that your children are ready to learn and enjoy every moment of the
school day.
The autumn term has been a resounding success but it is now important that we listen to
the government guidance and ensure that we all stay safe over the Christmas break. This
might involve rescheduling plans, meeting in smaller groups or making sure that you are
vaccinated. However you choose to ‘keep safe’, please enjoy a well-deserved break.
From all of us here at Godstone Primary and Nursery School:

Best wishes,

Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

The Governors would like to thank Mr Usher, Miss Hellier and all of the staff for their
hard work and commitment this term. We would also like to thank the Friends of
Godstone Primary and Nursery School for their fundraising efforts and for adapting
events, such as the Christmas Fair, due to Covid restrictions. It has been wonderful to
see everyone come together on the school playground to raise money for the school.
Thank you to the parents for your support.
In the New Year we plan to use the Newsletter to introduce all members of the
Governing Body to parents and the school community and to give everyone a better
understanding of our role.
Once we are able to, we hope to be more visible and present at school events so that
you can meet us in person.
Best wishes,

Mrs C Thurman
Chair of Governors

On the evening of the 2nd December, the children in Years 3-6 performed a
fantastic carol concert to the parents in the school playground. Despite the
darkness, cold weather and the change of scenery, the children rose to the
occasion and created a night to remember with their beautiful singing! We would
like to congratulate all the children for practising and remembering the lyrics to all
of the songs, as this shows just how dedicated and ambitious the children are. We
would also like to say a big thank you to all those who came along to
support the children.

It was definitely different performing our Early Years Christmas Special outdoors this
year! The Nursery and Reception children worked hard to learn the words and actions
for their songs. We were very grateful that the weather was rain-free to allow the
performance to go ahead! It was very exciting to wrap up in our winter woolies and
be in the large school playground. The children sang and performed their actions
beautifully and with great enthusiasm. It was wonderful to see all the parents
enjoying their children’s efforts. A big thank you to Mr Willson for giving his time for
our practices and performance this year.

Over the last couple of weeks, Year 1 and Year 2 have worked so hard in preparation
for this year’s Key Stage 1 Nativity – Prickly Hay!
The story begins with Sam, a hardworking, young stable boy, but no one seems to
notice his hard work. His friends try to keep his spirits up, but Sam is finding it hard
to feel important at all. However, as crowds gather in Bethlehem for the census and
the inns fill up, some very special visitors are shown to Sam’s stable. As the events of
the night unfold, Sam starts to realise his worth – with a little help from his friends.
Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Angels, Wise Men, Animals and Cowboys all put on an
excellent performance. The children in Years 1 and 2 made us so proud as they said
their lines beautifully, sang enthusiastically and put on a fantastic show for their
parents. What a brilliant way to end our busy first term! Have a wonderful Christmas
break!

Year 1

Year 2

On Tuesday 7th December, the children had a fun-filled decoration morning, getting
into the Christmas spirit. Although we missed having parents in to share this morning
with the children, they still had a fantastic time. This year, we were challenged with
the task of creating decorations for two trees at St Nicholas’ Church, one for EYFS and
KS1 and the other for KS2.

Across the school, a range of brightly-coloured decorations were made, whilst singing
along to Christmas classics.

Year 5 enjoyed sharing their class assembly with all their parents and the other
classes during December. It was called ‘To die or not to die’ and was all about the
Ancient Mayan civilisation. We had studied this topic in our history lessons and had
learned all about their culture and beliefs. In particular, the Mayans loved to make
sacrifices for many different reasons and our assembly focused on this. We had
various characters including Mayan Gods as judges, narrators, contestants and
presenters. The play was based on a show similar to Strictly Come Dancing. Each
contestant was sacrificed to the gods and awarded a score out of 10. If they scored
highly, they could enter the afterlife.
This led to lots of entertaining and hilarious acting and some very realistic scenes!
Year 5 definitely got to show their dramatic ability and comic timing. Well done to
all the children for their hard work and practice.

St Nicholas Church Christmas Tree Festival
This year we have two trees at St Nicholas Church as part of the Christmas Tree
Festival. The children took much time and care to create beautiful Christmas
decorations to adorn the trees. We hope you are able to visit the church to see the
trees which will be in the church until 30th December. Here are photos of the school
trees.

Key Stage 2

Early Years and Key Stage 2

Thursday 16th / Friday 17th December
We had a great time at Godstone Baptist Church. Mark, the Minister, welcomed
Reception, Year 1 and 2 on Thursday and Years 3 to 6 on Friday. The children
enjoyed singing together, playing a game, watching the Christmas story and learning
about why Christians celebrate Christmas by preparing for a party. The children
held up banners and wore hats. The teachers pulled party poppers and there was
even a cake with a candle!

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you all so much for your support over the past term. The two mini fairs
raised £666.50, which is phenomenal, given the size and speed of the events.
Many families donated prizes and gifts. A special thanks to the Gibbs family,
Thackrays, Jarvis family, The Gill family, The Walkers, Jones’ and Wilds for your
donations of food, raffle prizes and sweetie cones. Thanks as well to Flower Farm
for donating a Christmas Hamper to the raffle. Thank you to every Friends member
for organising and running the events.
Also, a big thank you to every parent who donated a bottle of wine and cakes. We
donated the excess cakes to the children’s Christmas parties, the excess toiletries
were donated to the Salvation Army and the excess bottles of wine, to the teachers
and staff at the school.
Thank you to all the children who entered the colouring competition, which raised
over £50. Thank you to the office staff for printing and sending them out. A big
congratulations to the winners. We hope that your children enjoyed their present
from the Friends, thank you to Mr Obee, who wrapped every single one!
We are always looking for new members to join our team, if this is something you
would like to be involved in, please let Ben Thackray or a member of the Friends
team know.
We wish you all a very merry Christmas and look forward to more fundraising in
2022.
The Friends of Godstone Primary and Nursery School.

Surrey Libraries' Winter Mini Challenge
The Winter Mini Challenge 2021; encouraging children to be a 'Wild World Hero' this
winter
The Summer Reading Challenge saw thousands of children reading and exploring
nature and action for the environment as part of this year's Wild World Heroes theme.
Now things have started to get chilly and the winter holidays are coming, children can
join the Wild World Heroes as they embark on an Arctic adventure.

The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over
the winter holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards for reading and
reviewing books. To take part in the Winter Mini Challenge, children simply read three
or more books – these can be any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book,
they add it to their Challenge website profile and leave a short book review. Reaching
their online reading goal will unlock a limited-edition virtual badge and a special Winter Mini Challenge certificate to print off and keep.
How can a child take part?

Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. A child needs to read at least three
books between 1 December and 16 January and add them to their profile on
the Reading Agency's - Winter Mini Challenge website, to earn fun digital rewards!
They will find loads of other great stuff on the website too, including games, book reviews, reading activities and content from the best children’s authors and illustrators
around.

Visit the Surrey Libraries website for more details.

Surrey Educational Psychology Service

Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance (EBSNA):

Parent Training and Support

Dear Parents and Carers,
Please find attached a leaflet regarding Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance
(EBSNA) Training and Support for Parents. This training aims to develop the
understanding, skills and confidence of parents supporting children and young
people (CYP) experiencing EBSNA by:
-

Understanding what EBSNA is and what contributes to it
Developing a toolkit of strategies to support wellbeing and attendance
Creating a forum for peer support with other parents experiencing EBSNA

The training is aimed at parents of children and young people who are finding
attendance to school difficult. Full details are in the attached flier but parents can
book onto the sessions using the following link: https://forms.office.com/r/
CiWkAYeLcS
If you have any additional questions about the training, please
email eastsurrey.epstraining@surreycc.gov.uk
Laura Skingley
SENCo, Deputy DSL & PSHE/RSE Lead

Surrey Educational Psychology Service

Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance (EBSNA):
Parent Training and Support

Training Aims
This training aims to develop the understanding, skills and confidence of parents
supporting children and young people (CYP) experiencing EBSNA by:
Understanding what EBSNA is and what contributes to it
Developing a toolkit of strategies to support wellbeing and attendance
Creating a forum for peer support with other parents experiencing EBSNA.

What do we mean by EBSNA?
Difficulty attending school due to emotional factors which can manifest as anxiety and, in
some cases, result in prolonged periods of absence from school.
Who is the training for?
This training is for parents of children and young people who are finding attendance to
school difficult. They may be showing the following behaviours:
Expressing worries about school
School attendance with stress and pleas for non-attendance
Repeated behaviours in the morning to avoid school
Repeated lateness in the morning followed by attendance
Periodic absences or skipping of classes
Repeated absences or skipping of classes
Repeated absences or skipping of classes mixed with attendance
Complete absence from school during a certain period of time/parts of the day
Please note that, at this time, this training and support is not suitable for parents of children who have been absent from school for an extended period of time. We hope to
further develop our offer in this area over time.

What’s Involved?

The training and support sessions will be delivered online via Microsoft Teams. Schools may
need to consider support for parents to access these sessions (e.g. providing a laptop and
space for them to attend the sessions within school).
How much does it cost?
This training is funded by Surrey County Council’s Wellbeing Return to Education Fund and
is free.
How do parents sign up?
Parents can book onto the sessions using the following link: https://forms.office.com/r/
CiWkAYeLcS. Please note that by signing up to the training you are committing to attending
all three sessions.
In the event of high demand, a wait list will be set up.
If you have any additional questions about the training, please email:
eastsurrey.epstraining@surreycc.gov.uk.

December / January 2021

Date

Event

Friday 17th December

Last day of 2nd half of Autumn Term

Monday 20th December
- Monday 3rd January

Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January

INSET Day

Wednesday 5th January

INSET Day

Thursday 6th January

First day of 1st half of Spring Term

Friday 21st January

Maths Morning*

Thursday 27th January

Class 4 Assembly*

* Dates are subject to change due to social distancing

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive at school on time.
As a reminder to parents:


Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.



Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.



Registers close at 9:20 am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.



Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action is
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.

Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Did you know that Godstone Primary and Nursery School can distribute Food Bank
vouchers?

We know that times are difficult, particularly with the recent cut in Universal Credit and
rising prices. So do please get in contact if you would like a voucher - this will be treated in
the strictest confidence.
We also have 'hygiene packs' available, which include a number of toiletries products often the most expensive part of our weekly shopping - so please let me know if you would
like to take one.
I know that approaching others about financial hardship can be uncomfortable, but we are
approachable and understanding and want to do all we can to support our community and
would love to help alleviate some of the stresses around finances.

