NEWSLETTER
GODSTONE PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
June/July 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to start by thanking all members of our school community for their hard work and
perseverance this year. It has been an extremely challenging and disruptive year for all of us.
The staff at Godstone Primary and Nursery School have gone above and beyond this year in
their commitment to the school and I am truly proud to work with such a great team. The
children have shown their versatility and determination to succeed against the backdrop of a
global pandemic which is inspirational. The parents have been supportive and adaptable
throughout and I am in awe of their ability to switch so fluently between home learning and
school. Lastly, our governors have been a source of reassurance and stability for the school and I
am delighted that we can work with such a collaborative group.
The reason why we are all here is the children and, with the children in mind, we must reflect on
the challenges we have faced and how we can support them fully moving forward. We know
that the children succeed when they are supported jointly at home and at school. I will be
thinking about how we can strengthen this already close relationship between home and school
over the coming weeks.
Many parents will ask me, how they can support their child over a prolonged break like the
summer holidays. There is no magic formula, but I have listed some ideas below:









Please read at least twice daily with your child. Reading is the single biggest indicator of
success in learning
Access our online maths learning through Mathletics and Times Tables Rockstars
Ask your child to write a diary, to practise key writing skills
Practise key mathematical skills such as telling the time, weighing and measuring (e.g.
baking, mud kitchen, water trays with measuring jugs) etc.
Take your child for walks and engage in conversations with them
Have fun with your child and enjoy spending quality time with
them

It is important that we all take this summer break to rest, spend time
with our families and enjoy the sunshine. I want everyone to stay safe
and look after themselves as restrictions are eased. Have a great
summer break and I look forward to seeing you all in September!
Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

We have had a lovely time in the Nursery these last two months! We have enjoyed
the school Godstone Goes Global day where we learned about India.
We prepared rice with many herbs and spices used in Indian cooking. We had to
use our senses to describe them and looked at pictures of the plants the spices
and found out where the herbs came from. We tasted and ate the rice we made,
as well as, poppadoms, naan bread, mango chutney, raita and korma sauce. We
did some drumming, experimented with different ways to make sounds and
created rhythms and sounds to go with the animals from Dear Zoo.
We named the colours on the Indian flag and identified these colours on the
clothes that we were wearing. We used our 'pinchy' fingers to add green and
orange paper to Indian flags. What an exciting day!

Sports Day—Nursery
We enjoyed our Sports Day even if it was a little different this year. We kicked a ball in
the goal, threw beanbags into a hoop and jumped hurdles. We raced in an egg and
spoon race and a running race. We all had such fun and cheered on all our Nursery
friends!

Reception have had so much fun this half term learning about Africa. We have learned
so many facts about African animals! We began by thinking about animals that live in
the savannah. We used our small world sets to act out the next part in Ellie’s story and
then wrote the story. Next, we thought about rainforests and jungles and enjoyed
learning about chimpanzees and snakes. We used paper chains to make our own
snakes.

We have all had a great time using our imaginations in our animal rescue centre. We
have diagnosed the animals, treated them and have written charts and name labels
for them. We helped them to recuperate back to health by making sure they had food
they liked and water.

We have been talking a lot about going to Year One, visiting our new classroom and
meeting our new teacher, Ms Sowerby. Some of the children have been making their
own books and pictures to represent how they are feeling.

Year 1 have had a very busy end of term with lots of interesting activities. In English,
we read the story Lost and Found about a boy who finds a penguin at his front door.
He then has to help the penguin find his way back to Antarctica. We particularly
enjoyed working in groups to put the story in order and sort out the sentences.

In maths, we have been learning all about money and how to tell the time. We have
also been practising using this maths in practical, real-life situations. This will be very
useful for the summer holidays.
We also had our sports day at school. All of the children took part in the javelin
overhead throw, long jump and relay. Well done to all of Year 1 who took part and
showed fantastic enthusiasm, persistence and effort throughout.

Year 1 also had a special final session at Forest School where they could take part in
all of their favourite activities. These included: tree climbing, hammock making, den
building, making fire, necklace designing and many more. Thanks to all of the parents
who have helped with Forest School this year.

Tennis/Sports Day
Year 2 have had a brilliant half term of PE, having to opportunity to play Tennis every
Monday and end the term with our fantastic Sports Day afternoon.
All the children have thoroughly enjoyed their Monday afternoons at the
neighbouring tennis courts. Both the coach and I have been so impressed with the
attitude they bring to every session. Tennis is a challenging sport to learn as it involves
developing lots of different skills. However, everyone in Year 2 has taken this in their
stride and persevered even if they have found it difficult. They have all improved
greatly over the last 6 weeks and I know they already can’t wait for Tennis in Year 3.
To finish our brilliant term of sport we held our Year 2 Sports Day on Tuesday
afternoon. The children had one last practise of all the events in the morning to make
sure they were well prepared.
We started the field events with the overhead basketball throw:

We followed this with the standing long jump. It was great to see how focused the
children were on their technique.

Our final field event was the javelin, which saw many children improving on their
personal bests.

For our last event of the day, the children ran relays in their houses. It was lovely to
hear them cheering each other on.

Maths
This half term, we’ve been doing lots of practical maths and science. In maths, we
have been learning about measuring length, mass and capacity. We spent a fun
morning outside measuring water from and into different containers and using the
scale on the measuring jugs to work out how much water was needed to fill the
various containers. Fortunately, it was a very warm day so we all dried off quickly.

Science
In science, we have been thinking about the properties of materials and have
conducted experiments to find out which type of paper was the most absorbent,
which was the strongest and how to make a material waterproof. We were all
surprised to find out that we needed to attach a weight of 500g to printer paper before
it tore. In the photos here, you can see us testing the absorbency of different types of
paper.

This half term in year 3 we have been hatching chicks, the chicken eggs were in the
incubator for three weeks. We candled the eggs and saw the embryos developing over
time, from a tiny dot to a large wriggly chick. It was a long wait but two weeks ago, we
got to see our first few eggs start to hatch. Over a two-day period, we were lucky
enough to watch 10 little chicks break their way out of their shells.
We have enjoyed learning about animals' life cycles, embryo development and
learning how to handle and raise chicks. For the last three weeks, the chicks have lived
in our classroom, and we have all enjoyed watching them grow. In just 21 days, they
have gone from little fluffy chicks into fully feathered pullets! Unfortunately, the chicks
outgrew their box so are no longer living in class. Instead, they are in Miss George's
garden enjoying the sunshine.

Year 4 have had both an enjoyable and successful summer term. They have worked
hard in all areas of their learning and have continued to display the school’s five core
values. We have been very proud of what they have achieved this year!
English
In English, Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed completing a three-week unit on playscripts.
We began by looking at a range of different playscripts, identifying their features and
producing detailed text maps. As a class, we then focused on ‘The Lion King’, where
the children were able to learn different scenes from the playscript, write their own
scenes and perform these scenes in front of the class. Everyone got into character
and performed with such confidence. The children then enjoyed spending some
time re-watching their performances so that they could see what went well and what
they would change next time!

Chicks
This half-term, Year 4 had the opportunity to be a part of the incubating and
hatching chicks project. The incubation process lasted 21 days and during this time
the children were able to ‘candle’ the eggs with Miss George. This involved shining a
bright torch directly onto the eggshell so that they could see inside.
Both the children and staff were very excited when the eggs began to hatch, and we
have enjoyed handling and watching them develop over the last couple of weeks.
This has been a fascinating learning experience for the children!

Lacrosse
In our PE lessons this half-term, we have had the chance to experience playing
lacrosse. This was a new sport for many of the children to try. The children learned
lots of new skills and have improved their throwing, catching and ability to pick up
groundballs.

In Year 5, we have been making wooden buggies. The children were given
instructions, with a pictorial guide to follow and worked together to create their
buggies. During these DT lessons, the children showed all of our school’s values:
pride, ambition, responsibility, compassion and respect. We were all very impressed
with the Year 5 children’s ability to work well together as a team and to use the given
resources and prior knowledge to problem solve.
In our final DT lesson, the children designed and finished off the exterior part of their
buggies, using images for inspiration.

In Year 6, we have finished our fiction unit on The Girl of Ink and Stars and the
children have created some brilliant pieces of writing that follow a similar storyline.
Before the children were able to write their stories, we looked at planning our
writing in-depth to ensure that we had a good understanding of the purpose,
audience and format of the text. One of the ways we achieved this, was by creating
our own story maps. The children took their time and put lots of effort into these
and they should be very proud!

Year 6’s Trip to Bowles and Sleepover at the School
On Friday 25th June, Year 6 went on their day trip to Bowles, where they got to take
part in a range of activities. We all arrived around 8:30 am and made our way up to
our base for the day. Here, we met our two instructors and got split into two
groups - Miss Barwick’s and Mrs Roger’s group (group 1) and Mrs Jones’ and
Miss Howlett’s group (group 2).
Group 1 had a go at the team ropes and the high ropes, whilst group 2 spent the
morning kayaking and completing team building tasks. We then reunited for lunch
before swapping the activities over. We were extremely proud of all the children
as they had to step out of their comfort zone and complete some exhilarating yet
nerve-wracking tasks.

At 4:30 pm, we got onto the coach and travelled back to school. Once we arrived,
the children began to play a variety of games in the playground, before coming
into the hall to have pizza and birthday cake for afters. The children then
continued to play outside until dusk (this was quite the novelty!). At 9:30 pm. We
set the hall up with the indoor cinema and the children tucked into popcorn and
sweets before watching the film Minions.
Finally, at 12:30 am, all children were asleep and we did not hear a peep from
them until 6:45 am - as you can imagine we were all very tired! We all had
breakfast together and then spent the morning playing outside in the sunshine,
before the children were picked up.

The children were all extremely well behaved, polite and showed all of the school’s
core values: pride, ambition, responsibility, respect and compassion. The children
were so supportive of each other and always encouraged their peers to persevere and
face the challenges. We all had such a wonderful time and created some fantastic
memories that we will all treasure for a long time.

On Friday 18th June, each class was given a country to celebrate through a range of
different activities. It was lovely to see all of the children come into school dressed in
the colours of their class’ chosen flag. The countries that each class celebrated were:

Nursery - India
Reception - South Africa
Year 1 - France
Year 2 - Japan
Year 3 - Mexico
Year 4 - Tanzania
Year 5 - Brazil

Year 6 - Egypt

What did some of the classes get up to?
Year 4 had a fantastic day celebrating Tanzania! It was wonderful to see all the
children put so much effort into the outfits that they wore, wearing black, blue,
green and yellow to match the colours of the Tanzanian flag. They enjoyed engaging
in lots of different activities throughout the day, which included making African
drums, using watercolours to create Serengeti silhouettes, tasting different fruits
that are grown in Tanzania and even doing some maths in Swahili. The children
learned such a lot about Tanzania and ended the day with a quiz where they
demonstrated just how much they had learned!

Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their day celebrating Egypt! The children all arrived in
black, white, red and gold clothes - some children had created very imaginative
clothes ideas. The children had a lot of existing knowledge, due to our history topic,
Ancient Egypt, and they felt confident in recalling facts throughout the day. We
started the day by creating our own hieroglyphic alphabet and using this to then write
our own sentences and decode others. We then completed a variety of maths tasks
using the Ancient Egyptian number system, which they found interesting yet
challenging. In the afternoon, we practised some Egyptian mindfulness colouring, had
an Egyptian banquet and had a mummifying race. In the midst of all of these
activities, the children also learned and performed a song all about Egypt!

On Friday 9th July a group of our Key Stage 2 children were lucky to attend the
Tandridge Singing Picnic at Lingfield Racecourse. It was a beautiful sunny day and we
had great fun. We learned lots of new singing games and a song that we performed
with the other schools. We also prepared our own song and performed it.
The children were amazing, they remembered all the words, the timing and actions to
create a very moving performance. We are so proud of how dedicated the group were
both learning the words and practising in their own time, we often heard them at
playtime and lunchtime singing to make it perfect, and the practise really did pay off.
Thank you very much to the grown-ups that made it possible by coming with us and
to Mr Willson for accompanying us on guitar.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive at school on time.
As a reminder to parents:


Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.



Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.



Registers close at 9:20 am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.



Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action is
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.

Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Activities and Camps for the Summer

Surrey County Council has a range of ideas for activities to keep your children busy and active
over the summer holidays, including day camps. If your child is entitled to benefit-related free
schools meals then these Club4 camps are free.
For ideas and camps follow this link https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/
support-for-parents-and-carers/club4

Free Surrey Nature Explorer Passport for children aged 4 -12
This summer from the end of July, Surrey County Council will be running a new, exciting
summer activity for families with children aged 4 to 12. The Surrey Nature Explorer
Passport encourages children and families to go on nature-related adventures this summer
while also asking them to write, draw, or video about their activities. Children can complete up
to 15 fun and creative activities with a chance to win exciting prizes including gift vouchers for
Go Ape, Bocketts Farms and the British Wildlife Centre. Surrey Nature Explorer Passports are
available at all 52 libraries across the county. Whilst visiting the library why not take part in
the Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge This year they have joined forces with the
World Wildlife Fund as part of Wild World Heroes a celebration of reading that will inspire
children to stand up for the future of the planet.

Wondering how to entertain the kids during the school holidays? Camp 4 Champs has teamed up
with The Warwick School to run our sports multi-skills activity camp and we're excited to be opening
in the summer holidays, and every school holiday thereafter.
Camp 4 Champs provide a safe, inspiring and exciting multi-skills activity camp where kids aged 4-14
can have fun, make friends and learn new skills. Your child will enjoy a range of adventurous,
creative and lively activities in a sound and secure
environment.
Monday 2nd - Friday 27th August 2021 inclusive (excluding weekends)
For more information and booking feel free to visit www.camp4champs.co.uk

