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We have had a busy half term. The children have enjoyed lots
of exciting learning in their classes and taken part in the
whole school ‘World Maths Day’ event too.
Amazing Animals
This half term our topic has been ‘Amazing Animals’. Both classes
have started by learning how important the smallest animals are.
The children have enjoyed exploring our outside areas and finding
worms, woodlice, beetles, spiders and much more.

Nursery used an
identification chart to
find out what insect
had landed on the
cone.

There was lots of interest when they
found a ladybird.

Both classes have been reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar and this has
inspired lots of artwork.

This half term both classes have been learning
about minibeasts and Nursery have also learned
about pets. After half term Nursery will be
learning about zoo animals, Reception will be
learning about African animals, beginning with the animals that
can be found in South Africa.
At home please encourage your child to look for
minibeasts in the garden or at the park. Is it an
insect (six legs and a three part body)? How
does it move? How is it similar and different to
other minibeasts?
If you’re able to, it would be great for your child to
see some other animals too or talk about other
animals they have seen in the past when you may
have visited a farm, zoo, wildlife park or aquarium.
You could plan these for the half term, the weekend or the
summer holidays as a follow up to our learning.
Tilgate Park, Howletts,
Drusillas Park and Brighton
Aquarium are all great to visit.

Early Years Uniform Reminder
Nursery
Don’t forget that all children need a sun hat, waterproofs and
Wellington boots at nursery every day. Children will not be
allowed to learn outside if they do not have the correct clothes.

Children must also have all day sun cream applied at home. The
early years are all about exploration and physical play. Nursery
children need to be wearing suitable shoes. No open-toed shoes,
flip-flops, Crocs or lace up shoes.

Reception
Children need to have school caps as part of their PE kits that can
be used when the children are outside every day. We keep these
caps at school so that they are always available for the children.
Please ensure your child has either a blue, green, yellow or red
cap. These hats need to be the colour of the child’s house (team).
The houses are named after local bodies of water. The
blue house is Bay Pond; red is Gibbs Brook; green is
Stratton Brook; and yellow is Leigh Mill.
Reception children also need to have all day sun
cream applied before they come to school. We are
unable to apply sun cream at school.

Local libraries are now open!
We read a lot of books at Nursery. It has been lovely when
the children have exclaimed, “I’ve got that book at home!”
Caterham Hill, Caterham Valley, Oxted, Merstham, Redhill and Reigate libraries
are all open, so if you haven’t returned your books before the lockdowns, or
registered with one, then now’s the time to do so! Click on the link to check
opening days and times. Libraries in Surrey - Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk) We’d love
it if you put a photo of your visit on Tapestry so that your child can share it with
the class.

Inside Merstham Library

Tips when sharing books with your child
Sharing a book with a child is more than just reading the text. Talk about the
detail in the pictures. You might find that this is all you do sometimes when
sharing a book! When sharing rhyming texts, list other rhyming words,
encouraging your child to continue the rhyming string, e.g. cat, rat, b...at, m….at.
Nonsense words are ok too! Look for words starting with the same sound e.g.
slithery, slippery, snake and encourage your child to continue listing words that
begin with the same sound. Play ‘Silly Soup’ by collecting items around the
house that begin with the same sound and mixing them together to make
rhyming soup. Ask your child questions when sharing books e.g. What do you
think will happen next? How do you think the story will end? Look at the
character’s faces. How is the character feeling? What do you think this character
is thinking? Post photos of your reading experiences on Tapestry.

Reading
The children have enjoyed some great books this half term and many of the children are trying
to read ‘real books’ themselves. This is great and we encourage this throughout the school
day. We are able to now send books home again for you to read with your child.
Libraries are now open again so you can get even more books from them. All the
research shows that the more books you read to your child, the better they do at
school.
Please watch the new phonics videos on Tapestry to see how we have been learning the phase
5 graphemes, including the split digraphs e.g. a_e, i_e.

Godstone Goes Global
On Friday 18th June the whole
school will be going global. Each
class will be spending the day
learning all about the country of
their choice in a cross-curricular
way.
In Reception the whole half term will be about the animals
that live in different habitats including African grasslands,
jungles and deserts. Our country for Godstone Goes Global
will be South Africa and we would like to invite the children
to wear clothes that match the colours of the South African
flag. The flag is shown above—so pick something black, gold,
red, white, green or blue. We do not want the children to
dress in traditional clothing, just the colours of the flag.
To prepare for our learning on animals from the grasslands,
jungle and desert you could watch The Lion King,
Madagascar, Tinga Tales, Andy’s Baby Animals, Go Jetters,
Where in the World? and other animal programmes.

Mathematics
We continue to work on
one more and one less up
to 20. To do this the
children need to be really
confident counting
backwards and forwards
from 0 to 20 and 20 to 0.
Please continue
practising counting up to
20 objects then adding
one more or having one
less and finding out how
many it is. You could use
buttons, bottle tops, toy
cars, dry pasta, Lego
bricks, anything!
Children learn best when
maths is practical and
with real objects.

