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Welcome back! It has been great to have all the children back
with us and they have loved seeing all their friends.

Fabulous Families
This half term our topic has been ‘Fabulous Families’,
and the children have been learning all about their
own families and different families.
Mothering Sunday is always an important time for
families and the children enjoyed making cards for
their mums. The Nursery children have been learning a song
called, ‘Love My Mummy, Yes I Do!’
In Reception, the children have been hearing from
grandparents about the toys they used to play with
including trains, dolls and marbles.
They have also found out about St. David’s Day, St.
Patrick’s Day and have been looking at the
globe to find out what countries some of
their family members have lived in.

Nursery have been enjoying learning about Easter and
joining in with lots of Easter traditions.
They have been practising their counting and turn
taking with a rabbit game. They had to roll the dice,
recognise or count the number of spots and move their
rabbit the same number towards the Easter egg.
They have pretended to be Easter bunnies and raced
through the hoops and tyres to deliver their eggs.
The outside area was transformed overnight with large numbered eggs appearing
everywhere. The children loved finding the numbers on the eggs and showing the
same number of fingers as the number on the egg.

There have been eggs hidden in the sand pit and the
children had to dig to find them. They have built walls for
balancing Humpty Dumpty on and used fine motor skills
when using tweezers to make nests with straw, paper and
pipe cleaners.
Easter has certainly
been a lot of fun in
Nursery.

We have funded places available for three and four years
olds to start in September.
Please enquire at the office for two, three and four year old
places for September.

See the school office or website for more details.

There have been lots of new baby sisters for the children in Reception this
year which has fitted in perfectly with our learning on babies. The children
have been learning how they have grown and changed since they were a
baby.

Mr Usher came to tell us about his baby daughter and showed us some
videos of the things she could do. The children thought about the things
they have learnt to do since they were babies and how Mr Usher’s
daughter was practising some of the skills she would need to be able to
walk and talk.
Ezra said, “She’s trying to talk and she’s kicking her feet.”
Aston said, “She can jump [in her bouncer] and laugh at the same time.”

The children have also been looking at photos of themselves as babies and
finding out about their own past.
Stella said, “My first word was ‘ball’.
I was very long. I went past the
measure.”
Jacob said, “I couldn’t walk when I
was a baby.”
Dexter said,

Evie said,

“I liked to sleep,
I just had a little
bit of hair. I can
run and skip
now.”

“I couldn’t
crawl, walk
and run. I
can now!”

In Reception, we have been revising the school core values. These are the
basis for our school rules and help everyone to achieve their potential at
school. The children are expected to show the core values at all times but
sometimes the children might get a sticker if they have excelled in one
particular value.

Pride—Taking pride in ourselves, others and the achievements of our school
community.
Respect—Following directions from adults in school. Recognising the worth
of people and things.
Responsibility—Taking responsibility for your own actions. Being
trustworthy, stepping up when required.
Ambition—Wanting to do better, trying your best, setting targets, staying
positive and never giving up.

Compassion—Practise kindness. Look outward and care about others. Help
when you can.

The children have been practising their counting skills by
moving one object at a time and saying the number name.
Then they need to know how many they have got. At home,
please practise counting lots of different things and then ask
your child how many they have got. You may need to count
them again with your child and stress that the last number
they say is how many they have got.

The children have been learning the names of baby
animals. Please practise this at home by looking at
books, watching video clips and by going for walks and
spotting real animals.
Can your child name the young of these animals?

Reading
The children will be learning more graphemes (the written version of the sounds) after Easter.
Please practise all the sounds that we have already learned. These will be sent home again for
you to cut up and practise with. If you have bought the cards then these are great to use too.
Most of the graphemes we will be learning will be new ways to write the sounds we have
already learned e.g. ai in wait; ay in play; and a_e in make.
The children have now been introduced to all the phase 4 tricky words at school and these
were recently sent home for the children to practise. Make sure you cut them up and shuffle
the order so that your child does not just learn the words in a specific order.

Certificates

Mathematics

Certificates are awarded in Friday assemblies for star of the
week, mathematician of the week and writer of the week.
Children can also earn certificates for knowing all the phase 2
words, phase 3 words and phase 4 words.

The children need to
know the number that is
one more and the
number that is one less
than every number to 20.
You could practise this as
your child eats their fruit.
Count the number of
grapes or segments in a
satsuma and ask how
many they have left after
they eat each one.
Counting forwards and
backwards from 20 also
helps the children to
learn these number facts
too. Once they can count
backwards from 20, pick
a different number to
count back from e.g. 14.

There is only one star, mathematician and writer of the week
so please reassure your child that they will get one but it may
not be their turn yet. It is always good to encourage them to
think about what they could do to try and earn one of the
certificates. Every week we have a maths challenge that the
children can choose to do, alternatively we will have a café in
our role-play area after Easter so there will be lots of chances
to write menus and take orders.

