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What a funny half term we have had! It began with a great INSET day for the
staff, with the early years staff undertaking online training by Jean Gross on
the importance of language development and the role stories have in this. It
really inspired the staff and we have been looking at how we can teach this
more effectively. Children have so much new language to learn in the early
years and it is crucial that we teach new words that they can use as well as
introducing interesting and varied vocabulary.

Some of the new words that we have been using include:

Helpful Heroes—Paramedic
We have been finding out about all the people who
are helpful heroes.
The children practised their question words (who,
what, how, when, where, why, do) and thought of lots
of questions to ask Alice’s auntie Joey who is a
paramedic. She recorded a video of herself
answering all the questions. Here are a few of them:
Do ambulances have
little beds inside?
Yes, they are called
stretchers!
How many people
can you fit in an
ambulance?

Do they stop at traffic
lights?

We have the stretcher
that fits one person. In
the back, we have three
chairs and in the front we
can have two so the most
people we can have is six.

We don’t have to stop, but we slow down
and check that everyone has seen us.

Fire Brigade
Leo’s daddy is a fire fighter and he made a video for us with
his colleagues. They showed us all around the fire engine
and told us how they help people.
The fire brigade go to fires, car accidents and even help
people and animals who are stuck in mud!
The children found out how important it is to have a smoke
alarm at home and that it should be checked every week.
The children learning at home have made some amazing
fire engine pictures.

Police
Ollie and Harry’s dad is a police officer and he made us two
videos to tell us all about his job and to show us a police car and
a police van. Thank you to all the helpful heroes who recorded
videos for us this term!

Here is a great government document to view.

Don’t forget
to name all
your child’s
belongings,
including
water
bottles.

What to expect, when?
Follow this link to download it:

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/What-to-ExpectWhen-2018.pdf
It tells you what
your child should
be doing at each
stage of their
development.

Reading in Nursery
We have given all of the children in the
Nursery their own copy of Everybunny
Dance by Ellie Sandall. We read this
story regularly in nursery. The children
recently enjoyed the story being read to
them via the online link below. The
children found some of the interactive
sounds very funny! I am sure your child
would like to share this story with you via the link below. You could
create your own sounds with untuned instruments or household items
and furniture. How could you make different sounds outside?
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
storybooks-and-games/everybunny-dance/
Weekly Changing of Books
It has been lovely to get feedback from many families about how much
the children enjoy sharing their books from nursery each week. Send the
book into nursery on a WEDNESDAY. Sharing at least one book together
each day is a lovely way for you and your child to spend time together,
and will start to develop their love of books and eventually reading. Read
the book with as much excitement as you can and ask your child
questions about what has happened in the story you have read.
Questions that start with ‘why’ and ‘how’ are great to get your child
thinking. Try also: ‘What do you think the dog/boy etc. is thinking/
feeling?’ and ‘How do you know she is feeling sad?’

Understanding of the World—We Need Your Help!
This term we are learning all about different families and cultures. If you speak another
language at home, we would love you to record a short video of you speaking in a different
language for the children to hear. You could read a story in that language or teach us some
of the key words e.g. numbers to ten. Please upload the video to Tapestry so that we can
share it together (videos must be less than 10 minutes long to upload to Tapestry).
Does your child’s grandparent still have any toys that they played with as a child? Please can
you ask grandparents to make a video of them telling us about the toys that they played with
when they were little. Learning about history in this way is very important for the children
and enables them to find out how toys have changed, or stayed the same, over time.

Reading
Don’t forget to practise the sounds and tricky words that were sent home before Christmas.
At the end of Year One, the children are screened to ensure they can use these sounds to
read real and made-up words. There are lots more graphemes to learn later in the year so it
is important that the children know all of these sounds and words as soon as possible.
At school we have practised all the sounds and all the tricky words everyday, so please try to
do this at home too.

Mathematics
We use our fingers all the time to help us add and subtract. To do this the children need to
be able to hold up the right number of fingers without having to count them every time.
Please practise calling out a number from 0 to 10 for your child to hold up the matching
number of
fingers. It can
be any
combination of
fingers but it is
good to secure
one way
before moving
on to different
ways.

