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Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to say a big thank you and well done to all of you who are home schooling or working as key workers.
We understand that this is an extremely difficult time for everyone and we know that many of you are juggling
full time jobs with home schooling and that this not easy.
Remote Learning
It was great sharing two live learning sessions a day with the children and we are all incredibly sad and frustrated
that our internet service has let us down. I would like to explain that we have been doing everything possible to
try to address these problems. We have utilised support from a parent who works in this field and we now have a
better idea of the situation. The problem stems from old infrastructure and copper wiring that has been
hampered further by a fault on the phone line. We have invested in an new router, increased our bandwidth and
asked a specialist to review the infrastructure moving forward. I hope that you can understand that these are all
things that are outside of the school’s control.
We hope to restart live learning on Monday 1st February so please log on to Teams on Monday unless you hear
otherwise. The teachers love seeing the children during the live learning and we know how important it is for
your children to see and hear from their teacher. May we remind all parents that it is your responsibility to
ensure that your children are using Teams in accordance with our Terms of Use. The chat function in ‘Posts’
should only be used to answer questions from the teacher. All posts are visible to all users and we will suspend
access if children are using it to send messages to each other.
There are many pressures on parents and school staff at the moment, but our primary concern is the wellbeing of
the children. A letter will be going out next week from Miss Skingley. Please ensure you read this to help you set
up good routines and support both your child’s and your own wellbeing. If you or your child is struggling with
their home learning then please contact the relevant teacher or myself. The Department for Education (DfE)
sends us daily updates and there are specific requirements that they place on us for our remote education. We
are offering a strong provision and are constantly trying to improve what we do and how we do it.
The document attached to this email provides an explanation of what we are providing for the children who are
working at home. It is based on a DfE template and addresses the many different aspects of remote learning,
including how often teachers will give feedback and how we are supporting children with special educational
needs.
Following the government’s announcement last night, we now know that home learning will continue until at
least 8th March. With this in mind we would strongly encourage you to set a
routine, with lots of breaks to ensure that we can all do the best we can in difficult
circumstances. I have attached to this email a copy of the visual supports we use in
school to show the children the plan for the day. We call it a ‘visual timetable’.
Please feel free to use these if they help your child.
Thank you to those who have offered help with technology and to those who have
sent cakes in for the staff, they are truly appreciated.
Kind regards,
Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

The topic in Early Years this term is Helpful Heroes and it has never been more apt!
The children have been learning about the different people in our community that help
us. In Reception, we have been learning about ambulance paramedics, the police,
postal workers and refuse collectors so far. Many of these people have made videos for
us to show us what they do in their jobs which we have really enjoyed watching. We
have drawn pictures of our favourite helpful heroes and role-played them.

Role-play hospital at school

Alice drew her aunty Joey who is
a paramedic

Harry has drawn
paramedics

Tilly drew a picture of her Grampie who was
a fire fighter, with his fire fighter and friends

English
Year 1 and 2 are learning all about Australia this term. In English, we have read a
fantastic book called Wombat goes Walkabout. This is about a young wombat who
loses his mother and has to ask the other animals for help in finding her. We have
been writing our own version of the story with different animals and using
descriptive language. The children have been using adjectives, verbs and even
adverbs in their amazing stories! We are all very proud of how Year 1 and 2 have
worked this term.

Maths
In Maths, we have been learning about Shape. Year 1
and 2 have learned about both 2D and 3D shapes and
their different properties as well as looking at patterns
with shapes. In particular, they have been working on
their reasoning and mastery skills and looking at how
Shape can be used in real life. We have been so
impressed by how Year 1 and 2 have adapted to these
challenges and how they are able to explain their
answers to different questions. Well done everyone and
keep it up!

Art
As part of our Australia Topic the children have been exploring aboriginal artwork.
They have looked a different examples and used them as inspiration to create their
own. Here is a selection of art from our home learners this week - they are absolutely
fantastic!

English
Year 3 and 4 have been working hard in their English lessons so far this term. The
children, both at home and in school, have been enjoying our new class text, ‘Escape from
Pompeii’. After making some predictions about the story, we read and understood it together
as a class before the children rehearsed it orally, created some fantastic freeze frames, wrote
some brilliant setting description and produced detailed story maps! We have been so proud
of how hard all the children in Year 3 and 4 have been working!

Maths
In maths, Year 3 and 4 have been focussing on recognising, comparing and ordering
angles. The children have all made a fantastic start to this new topic. We have been
really enjoying our live maths lessons on Teams and we have been so proud of how
well everyone has adapted to these lessons and continued to be so engaged and
enthusiastic with their learning. The children have all shown such ambition when
explaining and answering tricky questions! Miss Boden and Miss George have been so
impressed with how quickly you can all answer our questions on Teams! In one of the
maths lessons, the children made their own ‘right-angle checker’ and used it to identify
things around their house, or things around the classroom, that had right angles. It was
brilliant to see all your different ‘right-angle checker’ designs and hear about all the
different right angles you managed to find!

Art
Our topic for this term is the Romans! The children have made a brilliant start to this
topic so far. We spent some time learning about and looking at different Roman
mosaics and the children then designed their own mosaic. The children all took such
pride in their work and we loved seeing all their different designs.

We then moved on to begin to look at Roman pottery. The children learnt lots about
the different types of Roman pottery before doing some research of their own. After
doing some research, the children then designed six different Roman pots! Well done
to everyone for working so hard when producing their designs

Choosing our Current Affairs
In Years 5 and 6, the children in school, as well as the children who are at home, are
going to be writing their own newspaper articles, on a current affair of their choice.
Over the past two weeks, the children have written two newspapers (one on COVID-19
and one on the Chinese New Year), so they are most definitely experts now! In school,
the children had lots of discussions with Miss Barwick about the different current
affairs, which they thoroughly enjoyed. All of the children then chose one that
interested them the most and these are:

Breakdancing is
now a sport in the
Olympics

Joe Biden

COVID-19

Our Current Affairs ...

Footballers helping
children in need

Is Mount
Everest
growing?

How are animals coping
in lockdown?

Vaccines
Chinese Ice Festival

March 2021
29th January 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,
Parent Consultation Evenings – Nursery and Reception to Year 6
We will be holding parent consultation evenings to give you an opportunity to discuss your
child’s progress. Due to Covid restrictions this year, parents evening will be operated via
Teams with the class teacher and parents. Each appointment will be a 10 minute slot.
The dates and times available for your telephone consultation are as follows:Year Group
Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2
Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Dates of consultation
Monday 8th March
Wednesday 10th March
Tuesday 9th March
Thursday 11th March

Times
1:00pm – 6:00pm
3:45pm – 6:00pm
1:00pm – 6:00pm
3:45pm – 6:00pm

All appointments should be made online via Scopay - attached is a ‘Quick Reference Guide’ to
help you book an appointment. If you have not yet signed up to Scopay, an email has been
sent to you today with a link code and instructions.
Online bookings will be available from Thursday 18th February at 5:00pm and available to
book until Thursday 4th March at 10:00am.
Your class teacher will send you an invitation via Teams by Friday 5th March.
Kind regards,

School Office

APRIL 2021
FUNDED PLACES AVAILABLE FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS
We have places available for 3 and 4 year olds for April 2021.
Our Nursery class is led by a qualified teacher, supported by experienced staff to ensure
every child is happy: because happy children learn best.
From the term after your child turns three they are entitled to either 15 or 30 hours
free early education. To be eligible for funding after Easter your child must be three by
31st March.
We operate either a beginning of the week place (all day Monday, all day Tuesday and
Wednesday morning) or end of the week place (Wednesday afternoon, all day Thursday
and all day Friday). Full week places are available upon request for those who qualify
for 30 funded hours.
We aim to provide the environment to enable your children to be:
*Happy
*Enthusiastic
*Keen to learn
*Sociable

Date

Event

Time

Tuesday 9th February

Safer Internet Day

n/a

Friday 12th February

Last day of 1st Half of Spring Term

n/a

Monday 15th—Friday 19th February HALF TERM

n/a

Monday 22nd February

First day of 2nd Half of Spring Term

n/a

Thursday 4th March

World Book Day

n/a

Monday 8th March

Parents Evening: Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2

1:00pm—6:00pm

Tuesday 9th March

Parents Evening: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

1:00pm—6:00pm

Wednesday 10th March

Parents Evening: Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2

3:45pm—6:00pm

Thursday 11th March

Parents Evening: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

3:45pm—6:00pm

Friday 19th March

Comic Relief—’Mad Hair Day’

n/a

Please remember:
Do not send your child to school if they, or anyone in their household has:
A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need
to measure their temperature).
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing persistently for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough,
it may be worse than usual).
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means that they have
noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different
to normal.
If they do have any of these symptoms then please book a test for coronavirus
by
accessing the NHS website – www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-forcoronavirus/ or calling 119 if you do not have internet access. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or hospital.
It is important that you access the one way system around the school and leave quickly from
the school site once you have collected or dropped your child off. If you are unable to do this,
you may be asked to visit the school premises at a different time to ensure the safety of all
within the school.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive to school on time.
As a reminder to parents:* Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.
* Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.
* Please ensure that your child does not arrive late for their specific class drop off time.
* Registers close at 9:20am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
* Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Free Online Parenting Guides for Families in Surrey

Bringing up children is a lot of fun but can also have its challenges and understanding your child’s emotional development can help to support your relationship and
your child’s behaviour.
Families living in Surrey can get access to FREE online guides that include top tips
from childcare, education and NHS health experts. They are relevant to parents of all
children, including those with special needs, autism, ADHD etc.


Understanding your pregnancy, labour, birth and your baby



Understanding your baby



Understanding your child 0-19 years



Understanding your teenager's brain



Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!)

Register for free, unlimited access to the guides in text, audio and video formats and
other languages including Urdu, Chinese and Polish. You’ll need to add your
postcode and use the code ‘ACORN’ when you are registering for the first time to
obtain free access. The guides are designed as a course that you work through over
a number of weeks and you can pick up where you left off each time you return to
the guide.
Find out more and register on the Children and Family Health Surrey website at:
www.childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/services/free-online-guides-families

Families Magazine
Please find below the link to the Jan/Feb issue of Families Surrey East
Magazine:https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/famjan-feb_surreyeast

